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Service and Servicd_earning on Colleges and University Campuses

Community service and civic engagement have a long history on American campuses
beginning in the 1®century and finding revitalization in the 1960s, 1980s, and today.

For example, community service activities in Gréetker organizations and campus
faith-based groups have had an enduring presence on campuses. The civil rights
movement of the 1960s, and the formation offfkece Corpi 1961, and Volunteers in
Service to America(ISTA) in 1965 brought a new passionate energy to activist
education by engaging young people and giving them real opportunities to make a
difference in the world. It was during this time period that the early pioneers of the
servicel earning movement began to emerge an
6l earningd in a direct and powerful way.

In 1969, these pioneers and others concerned with higher education and community
service met in Atlanta to discuss the pros and cons of sdedoging and the importance

of implementing these types of programs in American colleges and universities. Sponsor
included the Southern Regional Education Board, the City of Atlanta, Atlanta Urban
Corps, Peace Corps, VISTA, and the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare. The participants in the conference came up with the following
recommendations:

o Colleges and universities should encourage students to participate in community
service, help to make sure that academic learning is a part of this service, and to
give academic recognition for that learning.

o Colleges and universities, private organizations, and federal, regional, and state
governments should provide the opportunities and funds for students wanting to
participate in servicéearning.

« Students, public and private agency officials, and college and university faculty
should all participate in the planning and running of sefl@aening programs.

Since that first conference sendl@arning scholars and participants have been
advocating for these same recommendations, and the vibrant and vital discussion of the
best practices and ideas for serdiearning continues to this day.

Revitalization in the 19800s

The early to mid 1980s saw a resurgence of interest in campus service and service
learning, with a national initiative to promote service among undergraduate students.
National service efforts were launched across the country, including the Campus
Outreach Opportunity League (1984), which helps to mobilize service programs in
higher education; the National Association of Service and Conservation Corps (1985),
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